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S A COLONY, Virginia had been 


A .. dependent for her 

military strength upon a militia the members of which 
furnished their own equipment and were paid only 
"hen in service. Each county had its own officers, including 
county lieutenant appointed by the governor to regulate and 
discipline the militia. The governor was commander in chief 
of the whole and the members of his council were colonels ’ 
Consequently, when Virginia determined while yet a colony 
to aid New England, she had a basis upon which she could lay 
her foundations. J 

The transition, however, was not made without difficulty as 
a letter of one of the delegates to the convention which met in 
July, 1775 clearly indicates. 

* n ° l 5 ,{ nce 1 ^ a . m ® T t0 this Place, except the fast-day & 
ft- ; I.m i°mp!h h S 1 cou . d . cal l m y own the Committee 
( . h I am a member) appointed to prepare an Ordinance 
?H r ® rm d Force f° r the Defence & protection of this 
£ J cry u ^ rn \ n J . seven o’clock, sit ’til the 

at non meets which seldom rises before five in the after- 
r . . U immediately after Dinner & a little Refreshment, the 
k . te ? ; l, l ™ ne or ten at night; this is hard 

* nd > ct . have hitherto made but little progress: & I 
. . * i > i rot be able to bring in the Ordinance ’til late next 
* e T* • *’ 1 this will not be wondered at. when the Extent 
• . - ' 'lance of the Business before us is reflected on—to 
.* ■< } t r« . r immediate Service—to new model the whole 
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c the colony, the militia were organic ln . 
f irrmiD included free, able-bodiori _ into 


P Tn This group included free, able-bodied mon T* ***«*. 
r U . Z *PP~n<lc« ranging in age from £ 

~ u »l governmental classes were exempted. The ^ ^ 
men thus authorized totaled 8,180. It was intended 
public should provide the necessary arms, but until such “* 
Lured the men were ordered to furnish their 0Wn £' re 

remuneration of one shilling and four pence a day Was 

onlv upon attendance at the rendezvous or during a , k 
service The same act provided that when the new batuv 
were filled, the volunteer groups, which had been raised? 
the convention meeting in March, should be abandoned * 


The enthusiasm for the Revolution was so prevalent du 


-- „ -QUrino 

1775 and 1776 in Virginia, especially in the West, that it w 

not necessary to draft men for the Continental service. Jeffer* 
son regarded this as being of particular importance in as much 
as the draft was “the most unpopular and impracticable thin 
that could be attempted. Our people,” he wrote, “even under 
the monarchical government, had learnt to consider it as the 
last of all oppressions.” 4 


In order to postpone what under the circumstances was 
the inevitable, the assembly attempted to raise recruits through 
bounties. The idea of a land bounty was suggested by an act 
of " Continental Congress in 1776 giving land ranging from 
or^r.ur.ired acres for privates to five hundred for colonels. 
;:rv; ,* :lh . h *l va * t unappropriated area in the West could 
■OH - L'JSi u he at first made ^ ant5 to the officers and 
. , *‘ <r *J atc an d Continental contingents on the 

»^rRpr»*v aggu on £ re *»-' L»«ter, as conditions became 
«n JL '' ! ! lcreas ^ the amounts. 4 In 1780 the assembly 
who should enroll bv a° each rccruil who had enrolled or 
"• hothliy , 0 ,^ ' 178 1 for the duration of the war 

ymn 09 «taty pound. th< * a « es of ten and thirty 

in d or 841 vnr, at the option of the 

, —g, ». for, or procured by equal 


L 


*' **• M Rg «• UM 7 mT 10 
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j^^Mtnrnt on property; and moreover be entitled to three 
hundred acres of land, in lieu of all such bounties given by 
any former laws.”' Two years later an act authorized an 
increase of a sixth in the amount of one’s land for each year’s 
aervice beyond six.* In the meanwhile, the amount received 
by the officers had been increased to a maximum of 15,000 
acres for major generals serving under six years.’ 

As a further means of encouragement, money bounties 
were offered. Like the land bounties, they increased in amount 
as the struggle progressed. In the beginning, each soldier 
agreeing to serve for three years unless sooner discharged was 
entitled to $20.' 0 After a while the bounty was increased to 
$150 for each person recruited for the duration of the war, but 
only $100 for those engaging themselves for three years." This 
practice was not unusual in the distribution of bounties as the 
officials were desirous of obtaining stable fighting forces. The 
amount was increased from time to time' 2 until a law in 1780 
provided $12,000 bounty for service rendered for the duration 
of the war and $8,000 for three years’ enlistment. In order to 
raise this amount, the assembly levied a special two per cent tax 
cm all property taxed in specie though the levy itself might be 
paid in produce, such as tobacco and hemp at fixed ratios. 13 The 
follow ing year in a desperate attempt to raise 3000 men a bounty 
of $10,000 was offered for two years’ service.' 4 

These amounts, however, do not indicate such drastic 
advances as would appear from their face value for they were 
given in paper money. In terms of purchasing power, the 
money bo ;ght little. Thus the Virginia Gazette, a four-paged 
newspaper appearing weekly, increased its subscription price 
to $j 0 yearly In 1779 and shortly thereafter charged $20 for 
advertising in its columns for the first week and $15 for 
subsequent Insertions." The process of depreciation continued 
» iurh alacrity that when the act of the May Convention of 
• 7|J * m ra***d the scale was one unit of gold or silver for one 







West Vihoinia History 


hundred flfty b “‘ bcfore th ' e " d of the ye<u . 

one tor * thousand. n 

The assembly offered other inducements i n the r 
,-inthcs freedom from payment of personal taxes a of 

n Spirits if procurable, hospitalization, freedom t ro ^ 

„n, ,ecured the enlistment of a substitute for the dun?** 
of the war or delivered a deserter, support of depend^ 0 
casf of a soldier's death, and retirement at full pay in ** 
event of disablement.’ 7 In the end, however, it became n , 
sarv to face the facts and look toward the draft as the ultimT 
means of salvation. at * 

An act of the assembly which met in May 1777 provide 
a draft if the necessary recruits were not forthcoming h 
August The militia were divided into as many lots as th * 
were soldiers wanting to supply the quota. If any divisS 
refused to furnish a man, the officers were authorized to select 
one who in their opinion could be best spared and who would 
be most serviceable." The system, nevertheless, was not fully 
developed until the fall meeting of the assembly. At that time 
it was determined that only single men above eighteen years 
A age were eligible for the draft. All unmarried men of ap- 
propmte age were to meet for inspection and those physically 
•^ndteapped dismissed. For those remaining, the word “serv- 
ZJZ? T* 1 ** on 35 man y dis tinct pieces of paper as the 
“ b *. raised the slips were put into a 
Cl “ r " — lik ™“e written on as 
Allwere ih,ki-r, ■, ~.,|? aper “ therc wcre eligible men present 
th* ; u ? r ^d then each man drew a paper from 

«nt«r®d on th* ro n and either “service” or “clear* 

'•durt was worked * name - At the time this pn> 

octSw to ••curt 60110 ^ was offered in 

TW opp, 0 ., i<m , W thoul ^ formality of * draft 

dr »«* .l * 1 *' 1 l,w doe. not appear to have 

oTw!* “ ul l7 «> but thereafter it In- 
* nd ,S o' that war a lar* 
umberland County entered 
„ ul cw nbinatk»" to prevent th» 
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levying of Continental troops. Many appeared at the court¬ 
house in arms and others came as their abettors where they 
“did by Force and Threats obstruct the Execution of the Law, 
disturbe the Peace of this Commonwealth, and murder, wound 
or annoy many of the good People thereof. . . The uprising 
subdued on the second day by volunteers most of whom 
A court-martial was held to deal with the of- 


was 

were officers. 

fenders. Some were sent to the army to serve as common 
soldiers for the duration of the war and others for eighteen 
months. A few escaped to the British army by boarding 
vessels which lay in the bay . 90 

During the same fall the militia of Lancaster County 
assembled as a mob on the day appointed for the draft. They 
disarmed the officers as they came to the field and took from 
the county lieutenant the papers relative to the draft, thus 
making it impossible to carry it out. A court-martial was held 
and many were condemned, but the lieutenant was able to 
capture only a few of the offenders. 9 ' 

The assembly tried to check the violence by authorizing 
courts-martial to sentence those inciting opposition against the 
drafts . 39 It went a step further to declare that such people 
would be regarded as civilly dead and their property divided 
among their heirs." Unable to cope with the situation, the 
assembly become more conciliatory. It at length passed a joint 
resolution permitting the governor to settle disturbances as 
he thought best, by pardon or otherwise . 94 

In the meanwhile it was becoming increasingly difficult to 
carry out the draft acts . 95 The attitude as set forth by the 
colonel of Montgomery County was probably representative 
of that of Western Virginia as a whole. 

I . m vrry apprehensive that the number of men demanded 
x ra-ion cannot be raised. It is the general opinion of 
U» Officer* at well as my own opinion, that nearly one half 
f wn milit; i arc disaffected, & therefore cannot be drawn 
t i u » rrvice either by threats or otherwise; & should they 
b# punuhad according to Law. they would either withdraw 

t »>* r. TV “* Governor Jartaruxi, February, 1781. Palmar. Calendar, 

7»>k» |« (. «rnor Jaflaraun, Dacambar 8, 1780, Ibid., 3*4. 
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According to an official in Accomack County, “Anarchy, 
Confusion & disorder reigns triumphant amongst us.” Hearing 
that n group of men had successfully opposed the draft in 
Northampton County, a number of Accomack citizens resolved 
to follow the example. On the day appointed for the draft 
almost two hundred men with clubs assembled at the court¬ 
house to oppose it. The county lieutenant tried unsuccessfully 
to appease the mutineers with “soothing and powerful argu¬ 
ments.” One of the men snatched the drafting papers from 
the table while the others cheered. Consequently, the recruit¬ 
ing officers discontinued their attempts for the time being. 


Two days later when a second effort was made practically 
the same obstructionists appeared “armed with clubs, swords, 
guns and pistols, and took possession of the Court house, at 
the door of which they placed a centinel with his musket.” 
They unanimously declared their intention of opposing the draft 
at the hazard of their lives. The clerk took the names of twenty 
of the insurrectionists, but this did not intimidate them. Their 
persistence made it impossible to carry out the law. A court- 
martial was subsequently held and those most involved were 
made soldiers for the duration of the war. A mild policy was 
adopted because the county was detached from state aid, 
neighboring Maryland would not give assistance, and the 
magazines were almost exhausted . 30 

Papers were seized in other counties. One exasperated 
officer went so far as to suggest hanging a few of the offenders 
“for examples to the rest ”. 31 In some cases detachments could 
not be marched off because there were no officers to form a 
court-martial to force them to go . 33 In one instance the men 
rrl .r.cd to join the army because there was not a sufficient 
amount of money at the time to pay their bounties . 33 Some 
«-ountiea reported their eagerness to send recruits but were 
mablc to do o because there was a lack of available men.’ One 



f CmjM Marital, /bid. 4IH-4B7. 

• “at.,, Thra Powy to Cal Wm Davlaa. Mar 1 ". 17*1. Ibid . 107. 

•; » ., .. X, a„.a t„ CU* Nai««,n, July ». 17«1. Ibid, J47; Col. D. FUhar to 
ttoatoa Aw* »at IT 1711 Ibid. XJ* 
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j the governor that a draft of eighteen 

^ continued: >* 



colonel a f u ‘; we”. He continued: 

Angularly OFF & readilv would we spare them if A 

H»P p y but as the Legislature expected. There Ls 


Happy tut as the Legislature expected. There is 
situation we r f D »‘ ty but once a month seems upon th« rce 
on. ' ' or wan of men to defend it-Such 

of breaking for w d Horseg to remove their effects v? 38 
had Ti't P o ffioln One half of the remainder are^l'i* 
retreated to “no n0 tax Commissioner in the c?i3 e 

to Remove. W na, ^ A11 which circumstances plea^t 

& n "in S Excuse sufficiently for the Militia at present. When? 
hope in E ^“ 8 stanc es will admit of it, the people will t-" 

'Teid e^SnototarUy in the Continental Army, 'or ™ 

cenfus "they possess for war, as well as the greatness of t h | 
Bounty. 34 


The reluctance of the Virginians to respond to the needs of 
♦he government in the later phases of the Revolution can by no 
means be attributed to indifference alone. 36 It is true that there 
were a large number of Loyalists in Virginia but there were 
pressing factors that caused men who were by choice patriots 
to resist enlistment, especially for a long period of time. The 
Western section had a particular grievance in her fear of the 
Indians who from time to time committed depredations. 37 One 
can readily appreciate the hesitancy of a man to enlist in an 
army that would take him outside his county, when he knew 
that his own family might be imperiled by the tomahawk during 
his absence. 

Closely related to the Indian menace but more widespread 
was the natural desire of the men to provide food for their 
families. It was difficult to get recruits during the spring 
planting and the midsummer harvesting seasons. Districts 
mat would normally fill their quota were frequently delinquent 
- lnr,es - onsequently, there were numerous requests 

accorr n!in rCli ! f fr ° m militar y duties. Some of these 
• . Wll y, “ t V wilh the statement that the men would 

n«*-.- iry work n !'. r “ test s P ir >t & allacrity” so soon as the 
' - | . ! f° m pl«ted. In many cases the only 

1» *.* . *. a e the mcn from their work at the 
sm threatening enemy- 


> o 


r;- - HH4.4S. 

ft 1 *• i«n t !Umwl 

. > - • T h i ... »■ 

*rffu_ »rs« 




* *4 **W. i*otm*r, C*l*n4m* II Col 

i.’li-JSS s to'k® « w.tv-ju. 

»• »• J#*ong 

w. i*, «. mi, imj. a. col 
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have not 
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as naked 
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Wh 
is in 
case i 
I am 
lattei 
Sir, i 
Ches 
draw 
cloat 
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In i 
clothed, 
because 
the wir 
frequer 
pair of 
shoes, i 
night a 
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or a fas 
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No 
war by 

»*CoI. 

«'Lt 

p 

«*G«» 
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DOME PBonutMB or TUB D.ACT JO# 

Th. circumitancBi of ih. army .. lho war d „ 

»" r , ' ,V '" 1 dol,rrln « from anU.tlng.Tha 

Inadequacy of clothing wa» froquonlly report*: "Many 
b«yr not a remnant of clothing lor,.,., then „ pood napkin to 

cover their nukadne.™, .nd nnmbor of the... dependent 

upon other, for a part of a blanket to .it,-,- them at night 

from the cold According to ..ameer hie men were “all 

“ whw > ll "'y were born.. Other detachment. were 

In a very ragged condition, anma of them almoat redueod to 
atata of nature 4 falling alck for want of death, numelent to 
keep them warn, whllal on duty In the night or In wet 
weather. Not only the men but alao the officer, .offered, 
OJ In evident from u pitiable requeit. 

n ?°. n 111 dwtltut* or monty, cloath* and friends; h* 

.'nrmTi r "!n“ l | l "’ J '7 1 " f ,,liy whfltber tlil’i may In, my 

,m ra.1v!rlLu i r ,U l ," wh " n 1 lHI y ,,IJ that 

l.ttrr If wm I 1 ! l,T l . h ‘i , , ,0 1 r ( ri * , r. and If I don't find the 
|!, r In you, I nm nbiolutflly lacking of lh« wholr My iloar 

cLtpr/i'iiV n >,y,t w,tn "'n l " tli« hard fluty I perform'd at 
S; f,' ihiL OU r y W , el1 k l",’ w ,lk * wl " that I Imvfl never 
HoJl tI /‘\ U l >f t tty A a \ nCn 1 , l !“ v " boo » In «'’rvlco: A when 
eloathlng wm to be hud I wou’d grt nothing but u whirt A a 

out °L i H r!n : The Cl0 if , .!» h ^ K 1 bra . u «!' 1 tro ’" horn# la now worn 
onlv^Jrw, n Ih . h U r ! ny , and «* y„„ ur« the 

rrmt/T v u, fn Li* “ n bl?frlend . m# ,n 1,111 «■’“««, I most humbly 
m*y thlnk U prope/ B o” order t,,r * ucb nacfamry*, un you 

In Home cn»e* the men had to roturn homo In order to bo 
clothed Other* were mo naked that they refund furlough* 
bcr.iu ..- they were (inhumed a* well a* unable to travel during 
ih»» winter wwi on. Even when clothing wa* to bo hud It wan 
frequently dlatrlbuted In a mo*t unfortunate manner: "A good 
p-ir of Stocking* I* given to a naked aoldler to-day; he him no 
«nd wear* them out by the next week, and lri a forth- 
n v 1,1 . when hi* Stocking* are gone he geta hln *hoe*. 

Or f.r rb j,8 he get* breecho* but no lining to them; and a coat 
•• ' binnahle hat, but haa no ahlrt, or If he ha* ho In without 

bftfldn*. 

f, n |y w * rp troop* hummed In tho )a*t year* of the 
wjfbjr a look of dotbing but al*o ut tlmea by a acarcity of food. 

• rifiu, i,, oB.i.m January M, IT»I, Ibid, I. in ««i 
a 1 ,*. ,,A * H *‘*'* t •* (•**■<*"*> r.Mw.rr M. irat. Ibid, am 

r ' - la u*. n.i.Uii.Imi, i*. nil, Ibid. It «aa 

_ W f w* Oarlaa. /a Ip *. |T«| I hid, II. on 

■*«■»"* -•'•- a* o.MA la Oaa#HMW J.JNraan. Uaaawfcar 14, IM*. Ibid, t, 

9m u Um mmnm /a O araa m . Imvmf M. ITfll. Ibid. u» ui 
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- available was inferior in quality. Be ef . 

' Vh, ‘" on occasions it was little better than carrion 
W f facilities were meager. Thus, a hospital of » pl * 
ZSTJZ ^“entirely destitute of every articfe, 
fiends of Rice, that can render them comfortable. or h * f £ 
recovery.” 4 * The necessary fighting equipment ^ 
fluently deficient or entirely lacking. Even on the app*? 
of Cornwallis in the spring of 1781 some of the militia aW? 
raised had to be sent home because they had no arms ” dy 


If one adds to these grievances the general disaffection 
the country, a frequent lack of pay, 48 and the fear of smallpo x °<! 
he will strike at the heart of one of the perplexing problem 
facing the military and civil officials of Virginia—the prevalen 
of desertion. Legislative attempts were made to check °t 
rewards were offered for surrendering deserters, penalties wer ’ 
levied for concealing them, and pardons were offered for sur* 
render and reenlistment but all to no purpose. Desertion co * 
tinued unabated. In some instances a draft produced 
third soldiers and two-thirds deserters. 


Many of the factors deterring enlistment were only ac 
centuated by drafting into service. As drafting thus became a 
handmaiden to desertion, so desertion became an ally of the 
faction* opposing drafting. Drafting and the consequent S 

ETheoldS° ne ^ indicat, °“ that U was not well 




